Welcome to the Education Pack
for The Towngate Theatre’s
production of Snow White!
In this pack we have included a variety of background
information and creative ideas inspired by our
pantomime, Snow White. Each activity is designed to link
into a key learning area and can be adapted for a variety
of ages and abilities.
We hope you enjoy our performance of Snow White, and
we can’t wait to see what you have been up to in your
classrooms!

How to use this pack:
This pack has been put together to use before and after the
performance, so you can enrich the overall experience of your visit. It
has been designed so you can dip in and out as you wish with the
following symbols on each page indicating the type of activity.
Performance
Art & Design
Writing
Discussion
Research
This pack has been put together by Hayley Mitchell,
Education and Outreach Leader, Towngate Theatre
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Once Upon a Time…
Our story is set in the land of Basildonia, an enchanted Kingdom ruled
by a wicked and evil Queen.
Her step-daughter Snow White is a kind and gentle girl, with hair the
colour of night and skin as white as snow.
The Queen is incredibly vain and wants nothing more than to be the
most beautiful lady in all the land, and so every day she asks her
Magical Mirror the same question“Mirror, Mirror on the wall, who is the fairest of them all?”
And everyday the Mirror replies that the Queen is the most beautiful.
That is until the day of Snow White’s birthday, when the Mirror
changes his reply and remarks that Snow White is the most beautiful.
In a fit of rage the Queen orders her faithful henchman, Hertz, to kill
her and bring back her beating heart.
Snow White finds herself on the run from the Queen. Lost and alone in
the forest, she is rescued by the Seven Dwarfs who promise to keep her
safe in their cottage.
Meanwhile Snow White’s friends, Muddles and Nurse Betty, aid the
regal Prince Charming on his mission to find his one true love.

Our Story is a modern re-telling of the classic Grimms’ Brothers Fairytale.
The Grimms’ stories are a lot darker than the modern re-tellings, can you
find out more about these stories?
Discuss with your class the differences and similarities between the Grimms’
Fairytale and our pantomime version? Can you identify similar characters,
places and events?
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The Journey of Snow White…
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs was an old and very well known fairy
tale, which had been told by oral storytellers for many years before first
being published in a famous collection of fairy tales by the Brothers
Grimm in 1812. The book was originally called ‘Kinder- und
Hausmärchen’ or ‘Children’s and Household Tales’ and was designed to
teach children the difference between wrong and right. The book is full
of stories which we all know and love today including; Cinderella,
Rapunzel, Sleeping Beauty and Hansel and Gretel. These original stories
however are much darker than the stories we know today. In Snow
White as punishment, the Evil Queen is made to dance in red-hot
slippers until she drops dead and in Cinderella the Ugly Stepsisters have
their eyes pecked out by crows as punishment!
Since the Grimms’ tales there have been various
modern adaptations including written versions and
film productions. The most popular version was Walt
Disney’s 1937 animated film. Snow White was the first
feature length animated film ever produced! After
the release of the film, stage adaptations began to
appear in Britain, with the licence of Walt Disney.
It was after this that more pantomime versions
of Snow White began to be staged, with various
elements adapted and characters added to suit
each production. Snow White, to this day,
continues to be one the most popular
pantomime titles and one we at the Towngate
have really enjoyed this year!
Can you find out more about the creation of Walt Disney’s Snow White?
Find out how the animators go about creating the film!
Can you create your own storyboard for Snow White or perhaps have a go
at animating using a flipbook?
PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITY- In groups can you create your own version
of Snow White? Perhaps you might want to change the setting to modern
day or add some different characters?
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Oh No It Isn’t…
Pantomime in Britain forms a big part of our annual Christmas
celebrations and has done for many years! But try explaining pantomime
to someone from another county and and see how much they understand
of this strange tradition!
With men dressed as pantomime dames, slosh scenes, slapstick comedy
and lots of audience participation, it really is a British tradition not usually
scene in other countries across the world. But were does it come from?
Pantomime has taken influence from many different theatre styles
including; the Victorian Music Hall, Greek Pantomimi, and Italy’s
Commedia Dell’Arte.
Commedia Dell’Arte originated during the 16th Century in Italy and
characteristically revolves around the use of mask and physical comedy.
Commedia Dell’Arte became very popular and where its stock characters,
such as the ‘Harlequin’ and ‘Clown’ began to appear in British plays.
In 1717 the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane opened what is now recognised as
the first modern pantomime called
‘The Maids Tragedy, together with a New
Dramatic Entertainment of Dancing, after the
Manner of the Ancient Pantomimes’
In the 19th century, traditional fairytales, such as
Snow White, began to be appear as pantomimes
and these are the stories we all know and love
today!
Write a letter to a pen friend from America who has never heard of
pantomime – how would you explain what it is?

Discuss with your class what other pantomimes you may have seen. Can you
identify similar characters, places and events in other shows?
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Oh Yes It Is…
When you go to watch a pantomime you expect to cheer for your
favourite pantomime stock character fighting the evil baddy, who of
course you have to boo at every time they enter the stage!
There is always a Villain, a hero and his helper, a
princess, a dame, a fool and usually a fairy!
In our pantomime, the following characters appear-

Snow White-

A beautiful princess who is
kind to all!

Prince Charming-

A very handsome prince on a mission to find his
one true love!

The Wicked Stepmother- An evil and vain women who wants to be the
fairest in the land!
Muddles-

Snow White’s faithful, but foolish, friend!

Hertz the Henchman-

The Queen’s right hand man!

Nurse Betty-

Our pantomime dame and Snow White’s nurse!

The Seven Dwarfs-

Seven friendly miners who help Snow White
when she gets lost in the forest!

Give each person in the classroom a character nametag. Ask them to move
around the room as if they are that character until the teacher says ‘stop’.
Then turn to the nearest person and improvise a short scene, thinking about
how those characters would react and speak to each other. On ‘go’, move
around again until you here ‘stop’. This time find a different character to
interact with!
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Meet the Cast…

Muddles

The Wicked Queen

Nurse Betty

Snow White

Hertz

Prince Yanny
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Activities for the Classroom…
Write a diary entry from your favourite character. Pick a moment in the
pantomime to write it about.
Perhaps it’s the Wicked Queen after she’s found out Snow White is the
fairest, or Muddles after he meets handsome Prince Yanny?

Dear Diary…
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Activities for the Classroom…
Make an acrostic poem using our pantomimes show title ‘Snow White’.
An acrostic poem is a poem where certain letters in each line spell out
a word or phrase.

S…………………………………………
N………………………………………..
O………………………………………
W………………………………………
W………………………………………
H……………………………………
I………………………………..
T……………………………….
E……………………………….
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Activities for the Classroom…
NEWS FLASH!
Following on from our story, create a News report detailing what
happened to the Wicked Queen in the Jungle.
What drama techniques can you use? Freeze Frame, Split Screen,
Thought Tracking etc

FREEZE FRAME!
Using the storyboard you created earlier, in groups create 3 still images
to tell your story. Think about using different levels and expressions to
make your images exciting.
Once you have completed this task think about adding sounds and
movements to link them all together

After watching the ‘FREEZE FRAMES’ discuss with your classmate what
you liked about each of the images and what you saw.
Did you see good use of facial expressions?
Was the story clear in each image?
Did the other groups use levels?
Did the images link smoothly or did they use sharp movement to connect
them?
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Activities for the Classroom…
Using your research from earlier can you write your own adaptation of
the classic Snow White story?
Think about how you could modernise it and add references to your life?
You could set it in your school or in the town centre?
Send your stories into Hayley.mitchell@basildon.gov.uk for your chance
to win a prize and a certificate!

Name…………………………………………….School…………………………………………..
Title……………………………………………….

Continue on another page if needed
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Activities for the Classroom…
Think about a character from the pantomime and design a costume for
them to wear!
What colours and material do you think they would wear to suit their
personality and character?
Send your designs into Hayley.mitchell@basildon.gov.uk for your chance
to win a prize and a certificate!
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Stage your own Panto Scene…
In a pantomime there a few key characteristics we expect to see and
hear such as the classic line “It’s behind you” and “Hello boys and girls!”
In your class decide on your favourite part of the pantomime story.
Discussing ideas create a pantomime script, which you can then rehearse
and perform in class.
Use the template below to help you lay out your script!

MUDDLES:

Hello Boys and Girls!

ALL:

Hello Muddles!

Continue on another page if needed
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Get Involved
The Towngate Theatre strongly believes in the importance of Education and
Outreach work in our local community. As part of our new programme, we
consistently seek out opportunities to create unique and engaging theatre
experiences that are accessible and enjoyable!
‘Storytelling’ Workshop
Open up the magical storybook and dive into a world of adventure and discovery. Practically
explore elements of a story, stopping to look at the characters and themes in more detail
along our way. Combining Drama, Music, Movement and Literacy skills this is the perfect
workshop to enrich and accompany the national curriculum for Early Years, KS1 & KS2.
Further Info: Workshops can be based on an area of study the class is currently working on
or on a book of your choosing. Workshops are up to 60 mins long and are held at your
school.
For prices and to book a workshop, please email hayley.mitchell@basildon.gov.uk
When emailing please detail your workshop preference (area of study/book/national
curriculum focus), preferred date, number of students and age of students.

‘Bespoke Skills’ Workshop
Join us for a bespoke skills workshop with the aim of introducing and developing
student’s skills and knowledge on the world of theatre making. A specialist theatre
practitioner will come to your school and deliver a workshop on a topic of your
choice; a fantastic opportunity to enrich the curriculum!
Further Info:
Workshops include but are not limited to•Devising Theatre
•Practical Practitioner (Brecht, Berkoff, Stanislavski)
• Bringing a Script to life
• Physical Theatre
A brilliant way to introduce lower Key Stage 3 students to performance or use as a tool to
support and develop GCSE Students with their practical skills ahead of their exams.
Workshops are up to 90mins long and are held at your school.
For prices and to book a workshop, please email hayley.mitchell@basildon.gov.uk

The Towngate Theatre’s Education and Outreach Department offer a variety
of opportunities for schools and young people to get involved with the
theatre. From backstage tours to theatrical workshops, there is something to
suit everyone!
For more information or to discuss an opportunity to get involved please
email hayley.mitchell@basildon.gov.uk
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The Towngate Theatre’s Education and
Outreach Department offer a variety of
opportunities for schools and young
people to get involved with the theatre.
From backstage tours to theatrical
workshops, there is something to suit
everyone!
For more information or to get involved
please email eando@basildon.gov.uk

