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Welcome/Foreword: 
 
"Sir, Sir, are we nearly there yet?” – The answer is “Yes”, it’s nearly time for a second 
instalment of Towngate Theatre's Summer School Project! This year we are also offering a 
limited number of technical theatre spaces for Our Day Out. If you have an interest in 
Stage Management, Lighting Design or Sound Design, this is the role for you. Learn with 
industry professionals and see what it takes to put the show together from start to finish! 
 
Welcome to this year’s Towngate Summer School production of Our Day Out. We can’t wait 
to get stuck in! 
 
If you are aged 10 or above and have a passion for performing or technical theatre, then this 
three week intensive youth project is where the fun begins! Learning from industry 
professionals in the world of theatre, you will experience what it takes to be part of a high 
quality production, whilst having tremendous fun and making new friends! 
This year, once again, we not only have a professional team of Creatives working with you, 
but also five professional actors playing the teachers in the show! 
 
We want to make our Summer School experience open to everyone – so no audition or 
performance experience is required to be part of this extra special journey. Once your place 
is secured you automatically become a member of the Our Day Out Company! However, if 
you would like to be considered for a principal role, auditions are likely to take place on the 
first day of Summer School on Saturday 4th August. These will take place throughout the day 
and will be very relaxed, so no need for any nerves! 
 
This pack contains lots of information about your Summer School: Learn about the show and 
its characters, meet our creative team and find out all about how an average day with us 
looks, as well as a rough schedule for the three weeks. 
 
Here’s to three weeks of working hard and having fun here at the Towngate Theatre’s Our 
Day Out Summer School…the journey begins here! 



 

 

 

Plot Synopsis & Characters: 
 
Join us on the school coach to who knows where, for this hilarious and touching musical written by 
Willy Russell (Shirley Valentine/Blood Brothers) 
The play is about students from an inner-city school who go on a trip to Conway Castle in Wales. Mrs 
Kay teaches a class of illiterate pupils, called the “progress class”. At the last minute, the 
disciplinarian Deputy Head teacher, Mr Briggs, also joins.  
Our Day Out was originally written as a film broadcast by the BBC and later adapted in to a Stage 
Musical. 
 

The story: 
When Mrs Kay’s ‘Progress Class’ are unleashed for a day’s coach trip to Alton Towers they can hardly 
believe their luck…….until Mr Briggs gets on board. With the destination changed to Wales, a battle 
of wits ensues between the exuberant pupils and the humourless Mr Briggs. 
A story reflecting the good, the bad and wonderful experiences and life choices of a group of people 
during the tough time of adolescence. Students from an inner city school go on a trip, their “first 
real” day out. The children boisterously rampage through every location and what follows is a 
celebration of the joys and agonies of growing up, being footloose and free from school, but also a 
sharp pointer to the depressing present and empty future, for a day out is as much as this class can 
expect, without detracting from the unstoppable spirit of young people! 
 

Character list: 
ADULT ROLES: 
 
Les (TBC): the miserable lollipop man 
 
Ronny (TBC):  the coach driver. Set in his ways, eventually softens 
 
Zoo Keeper (TBC):  grumpy with the kids for stealing animals from the Zoo 
 
Mrs Kay (TBC): the kind hearted and generous teacher of the progress class. Thought of as laid back 
& fun by the kids. 
 
Mark (Mr McDevit) (Played by Luke Coldham): a younger teacher who is marrying Katie.  
 
Mr Briggs (Played by Martin Carroll):  the Deputy Head of the school who believes in strict discipline 
and that children should learn but not have fun 
 
Katie (Played by Alice Filary): a new young teacher who is supporting on the trip. Engaged to Mr 
Mark McDevit 
    
School kids *(S) may require solo singing: 
Amy Chandler (S) – one of the younger children, who overturns Mr Briggs’s humanity. Sweet, shy & 
sad 
Reilly (Ryan) (S) & Digga (Dickson) (S) – older boys, chat to Carly and Jackie, Reilly tries to flirt with 
Katie 
Carly Croxley (S) & Jackie Morgan (S) – Best friends who have a crush on Sir (Mr McDevit) 
Steph (S) – One of the class 
Brit (Brittany) - One of the class  
Milton (S) – younger, runs to get sweets and needs the toilet on the bus 



 

 

Caitlin (S) - younger   
Sean – little kiddie who tries to cross the road, but gets stopped by Les, needs the toilet and raps a 
verse in the castle song 
Georgia (S) - younger   
Abi - younger   
Kath - younger   
Eunice Pilkington – younger, feels sick, worrier, plays by rules  
Taylor - younger   
Oliver - younger   
Maurice (S) – the smallest in the class  
Kevin (S) - older  
Kelly – younger   
Sophie – one of the class   
Ronson – younger and worried like Eunice   
Aaron Andrews –older, ends up being trip photographer  
Chloe (S) & Zoe (S) – sing and complain of boredom constantly (the bored girls)  
Little Ronny – little bus driver in dream sequence   
Dennis – one of the class    
Hoodies : Moler, Gonzo and Stack – non-progress kids. Bullies.    
    
          
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Meet the creative team 
 
Your child will be in the best of hands during their time at our Summer School! With 
licensed and DBS background checked staff present throughout rehearsals and 
performances. There will be an Our Day Out Tuck shop available during break times for the 
purchase of drinks and snacks. However, children must bring their own packed lunches each 
day and are encouraged to bring their own snacks and enough drinks to get them through 
the day! 
Our creative team have worked regularly throughout the West End, and beyond, across 
stage and screen and are all highly skilled in their respective fields. 
 
Licensed chaperone’s will be in attendance for all rehearsals/workshops and 
performances. 

 

                       

 

Director / Choreographer – Ste 
Clough: 
Ste hails from West Yorkshire, and 
trained at Arts Educational, London. 
Graduating in 2009 gaining a BA Hons in 
Musical Theatre. Ste is also the Artistic 
Director of Stone Wall Dance Company, 
and is currently in research and 
development for their debut piece to be 
premiered later in the year. 
 
Credits Include; BUGSY MALONE 
TOWNGATE SUMMER SCHOOL ’17, 
BIRDSONG UK TOUR 2018 , ANGELA’S 
ASHES - A NEW MUSICAL (Irish tour); 
ANNIE GET YOUR GUN (The 
Union); 4X15 NEW WORKS SHOWCASE 
(Crucible Theatre, Sheffield); LOCKHART 
- A NEW MUSICAL (Bernie Grants 
Theatre); A SUBJECT OF SCANDAL & 
CONCERN (Finborough Theatre); GODS 
& MONSTERS (Southwark Playhouse); 
PETER PAN (Barking); SNOW WHITE 
(Runcorn); BURNING PICTURES (Music 
Video - Kristofer); WEAVE (Music Video - 
Inca Maps); THE FORTUNETELLERS who 
are performing around the UK and 
PEAKY BLINDERS (BBC) 
 



 

 

 

                          

                         
 
                          
                           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
                             
 

Musical Director - Kevin Oliver 
Jones: Kevin started out as a child actor 
and appeared in several TV programmes 
and theatre shows including West End 
as both a child and adult. Kevin has also 
worked as a Musical Director on 
numerous West End and Touring 
productions including: Thriller Live, 
Dancing in The Streets, The Roy Orbison 
Story, and Jail House Rock amongst 
many as well as numerous pantomimes 
including three years at Towngate. 
Kevin is no stranger to Community 
shows either, three of his most recent 
include: Bugsy Malone 17 at The 
Towngate, Spring Awakenings and 
Tommy at Greenwich theatre in 2016. 
You may also have seen Kevin perform 
at The Towngate in his productions of 
Hats Off to Led Zeppelin and Sensation : 
Music of The Who. 

 

Sound Designer – Dominic Bilkey: 
Dom has designed the previous four 
pantomimes at Towngate and all of 
Birdsong Productions previous 
productions.  
Dom is Head of Sound at the National 
Theatre and often travels the world 
with the National’s productions. He 
has an incredible amount of West End 
and touring credits to his name. He 
previously won the Technical Stage 
Award for Outstanding Contribution to 
Sound Design for his work on the UK 
tour of Birdsong in 2015.  
 



 

 

 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thomas Mason – Assistant 
Director/ Youth Theatre Leader 
Tom has been a member of the 
Towngate staff for seven years now 
and has recently become the Box 
Office Supervisor, as well as 
continuing with his beloved 
Towngate Youth Theatre Seniors 
group. Tom completed his studies 
last year gaining a 1st at the 
University of Northampton in 
Drama, specialising in Applied 
Performance and is also currently 
working as a freelance member of 
the learning department at the 
National Theatre. 
 

Sian Wiggins – Stage Manager: 
 

After her A-levels, Siân became the 
country’s first theatrical ‘modern 
apprentice’ at her local theatre in 
Somerset. Training in all elements 
of ’Technical Theatre and Stage 
Craft’, she eventually settled in 
Stage Management. Siân went on 
to become a Deputy Stage Manager 
and eventually Company Manager 
on numerous plays and musicals in 
the West End and touring. She 
recently spent nine months 
managing a theatre before the call 
of production called her back to 
Company and Stage Management. 
Sian was the Stage Manager of our 
Bugsy 17 Summer School last year  
and after the run of Bugsy 
Malone , headed of with the 
National Theatre’s production 
of Hedda Gabler which has just 
completed it’s tour of the UK and 
Ireland. 

  
Siân is thrilled to be returning to 
the Towngate! 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Mount – Tech Manager: 
 
Over the past 16 years, Tom has 
worked as a freelance technician for 
a wide range of Theatre Events, TV 
and corporate companies including 
his role as Full time Theatre 
Technician at the Towngate Theatre 
in Basildon. In his role as Technical 
Manager Tom manages a large team 
of technicians as well as production 
managing the Towngate theatre’s 
Pantomimes.     
 

Hayley Mitchell – Education & 
Outreach Leader 
Hayley recently graduated from the 
Royal Central School of Speech and 
Drama completing a degree in 
Drama Applied Theatre and 
Education. As a performer Hayley 
worked in the West End, appeared 
in music videos and adverts for 
television & photographic 
campaigns. Hayley is very 
passionate about advocating for 
Arts in education. A huge part of her 
work ethic evolves around making 
drama accessible and using the arts 
to inspire creativity. Her teaching 
work includes: Youth Theatre 
Assistant Director for The Queen’s 
Theatre NT connections, Youth 
Theatre Leader for The Theatre 
Royal, Bury St Edmunds, 
Participation for The Almeida 
Theatre and Workshop Leader and 
Performer for The Senate House 
Library. 



 

 

 

Summer school dates & times 
 

Our Day Out Summer School dates and times are listed below. Call times for the shows are 
likely to be 1/1.5 hours before the show start time: 

 

Summer School & Performance Details: 

SATURDAY SCHOOL LEADING 
UP TO THE SUMMER SCHOOL 
INTENSIVE REHEARSALS: 

Sat 4th August 10-4pm (Break AM: 11:30-11:45. Lunch: 1:00-1:45. Break 
PM: 3:00-3:15) 

SUMMER SCHOOL INTENSIVE 
REHEARSALS MON-FRI: 

W/C Mon 6th August - Fri 10th August 10-5pm (Break AM: 11:30-11:45. 
Lunch: 1:00Pm-1:45PM. Break PM: 3:00-3:15) 

  
W/C Mon 13th August - Fri 17th August 10-5pm (Break AM: 11:30-
11:45. Lunch: 1:00Pm-1:45PM. Break PM: 3:00-3:15) 

TECH REHEARSALS: W/C 20th August  

  Mon 20th August 10-6 pm    Tues 21st & weds 22nd August 10am-7pm 

DRESS REHEARSAL: Thurs 23rd August  – 2:30pm 

PERFORMANCES: Thursday  23rd 7.30pm  
Friday  24th  7.30pm  
Saturday 25th 2.30pm  
Saturday 25th 7.30pm  
 

  - call times on performance days to be confirmed, but likely to be at 
least an hour to an hour and a half prior to show start time i.e. 
1/1.30pm for matinees and 6/6:30pmfor evening shows. 

    

 
 
 
Dropping Off Youngsters:  
During rehearsals we ask that upon arrival at the theatre parent/s/guardian report to box 
office to sign in and register their child for the day. Registration will be open at 9:45am each 
day, 15 minutes before the day begins at 10am. On the signing in sheet, we will ask for you 
your preferred contact for the day (in case of emergency), as well as the name of the person 
who will be collecting your child at the end of the day. We will collect your children from the 
box office/foyer area at 10am. If you are running late, please call the box office on 01268 
205 300 to let us know. PLEASE NOTE: During show week, please drop off and sign in your 
child at stage door (at the rear of the theatre). 
 
Collecting Youngsters: 
During rehearsals, the pick-up point will be at the box office/foyer area of the theatre. We 
ask that children are collected within 15 minutes of the finish time (i.e. finish time 4pm, 
collect by 4:15pm/finish time 5pm, collect by 5:15pm/finish at 7pm, collect by 7:15pm). 



 

 

Please remember you must sign your child out with a member of staff before leaving, so 
that we know they have been accounted for. If for any reason you are going to be late, we 
ask that you contact the box office as early as possible on 01268 205 300. PLEASE NOTE: 
During show week, please drop off and collect your child at stage door (to the rear of the 
theatre). 
 
Technical Rehearsals: 
Due to the nature of technical rehearsals, these are longer days at the theatre. All elements 
of sound, lighting and costume come together and final kinks are ironed out in order to 
produce the creative team’s vision of the production. As such, like all professional 
performers know, your child should get plenty of rest leading up to the technical rehearsals. 
On these longer days your child will receive correct breaks, in accordance with Essex Child 
Licensing Laws.  
 
Dress Rehearsal: 
Dress Rehearsals will happen in the daytime before our first evening performance on 
Thursday 23rd August. We are asking that your child arrives at 2:15pm, to be ready for 
2:30pm to get into costume etc. for a 3pm dress rehearsal. As anyone knows, the dress 
rehearsal is a very important part of the run of any production! Between the dress rehearsal 
and our first performance, there will be time for the children to have a break on-site at the 
theatre, in accordance with Essex Child Licensing Laws. Please make sure they bring snacks 
and packed lunches with them on the day. They will NOT be permitted to leave the theatre 
during this time unless above the age of 16 years. 
 
Show Week, Call Times & Performances: 
Show weeks will be busy and can be demanding but also great fun! As such, like all 
professional performers would, your child should get plenty of rest during the run at the 
theatre. Your child’s Call time each day at the theatre will be about 1-1.5 hours before the 
show start time. On show days, we ask you to bring your child to Stage Door to sign in. 
When there are two shows in a day, please make sure they bring snacks and packed lunches 
with them on the day. They will NOT be permitted to leave the theatre during this time 
unless above the age of 16 years. Once the show is finished, you can collect your child from 
Stage Door where they will be signed out. Once we are closer to the performance dates, we 
will be in a position to advise of show finish times for collection. 
Please note that only cast, licensed chaperones and show staff will be permitted in back 
stage areas at any time. Parents and guardians will not be permitted entry through stage 
door. 
  
  



 

 

A typical day at the theatre… 
 

As with the nature of theatre, no two days will be the same at Summer School and your 
child will learn a range of skills from our creative team: From physical and vocal warm-ups to 
drama games, auditions to rehearsals, singing, acting and dancing for the show itself, or if 
opting for the Technical course: Technical aspects including Sound, Lighting, Stage 
Management and show running,  Your child will gain a firm grounding in all disciplines and 
will find out what it is like to be part of a professional production. 
 
In addition to rehearsals, there will be opportunities to produce marketing and social media 
campaigns alongside our Education team, as well as creating personal biogs for the Our Day 
Out Programme. 
 

What to wear/bring: 
Your child should attend Summer School in suitable clothing and footwear. For costume 
purposes your child will be asked to bring their current school uniform, coat, bag and shoes. 
We have spares, so do not worry! We will provide matching ties and any other costumes 
and props required. Technical team will be required to wear all black for tech rehearsals and 
performances please! 
 

Electronics and Mobile Phones: (Ideally do not bring these items, as we cannot be held 
responsible for any breakages and you will be asked to hand them in at the start of the 
day!) 
At the start of the day, belongings will be stored safely and securely at the theatre. 
Attendees will have access to their bags on breaks which will be stored in a secured room. 
 
Lunch and breaks:  
In accordance to Essex Child Licensing Laws, your child will have a 15 minute break in the 
morning, a 45 minute Lunch break and a 15 minute break in the afternoon, each day. During 
breaks children will be chaperoned and are not permitted to leave the venue. During this 
time a Tuck Shop will be open for all which will be selling small snacks and bottles of drink 
for during these breaks. 
 
Conduct:  
Whilst Summer School is all about working together and having fun, we want all members of 
the project to feel safe and free to express themselves. Any type of inappropriate behaviour 
including bullying and disruptive behaviour will not be tolerated by the creative team and 
the Towngate Theatre. If any child is seen to be acting in such a way, this will be dealt with 
by the theatre staff accordingly. In extreme cases, this may result in the child being removed 
from the Project completely. If you would like to discuss any queries on a day to day basis, 
please catch up with the team prior to or after the daily sessions.  
 
 

 
 

 


